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Introduction

This document is the strategic five-year plan for Lake Plains Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council, Inc.  It will be used to improve the organization’s ability to capitalize on the changing conditions, improve overall productivity, and to make strategic decisions that result in the implementation of a more efficient and effective program.  The Council developed this plan by soliciting public input through a survey of 312 people in the six county area served by Lake Plains RC&D.  In addition to the survey results, phone interviews were conducted, and local Council members were provided guidance on the development of this plan.  The counties served by this Area Plan include Erie, Genesee, Monroe, Niagara, Orleans and Wayne.  This document replaces the Area Plan and its preliminary plan, developed May 1, 2002 and October 16, 1997 respectively.
The purpose of this plan is to provide a strategic direction for the organization and a guide for the Council’s program during the next five years; the plan will be reviewed periodically and revised to reflect the changing needs of the area over time.  It outlines goals and objectives and identifies strategies and problems associated with the needs of the six counties within the Council’s area.  It also serves as the Council’s tool to communicate the purpose of the organization to both USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and its constituents.

Congress passed the Food and Agricultural Act of 1962 authorizing Resource Conservation and Development areas.  The purpose of the Act was to expand opportunities for conservation districts, local units of governments, and individuals through the development of partnerships to improve the communities within multi-county areas.  The expanded opportunities included assistance in enhancing the economic, environmental and social well being of the RC&D Areas.  The USDA – NRCS, currently, administers the Federal RC&D Program.  This document serves as an agreement between NRCS and the Lake Plains RC&D Council, Inc.
Organization Overview

Vision – Lake Plains RC&D Council’s vision is a prosperous diverse community that effectively utilizes, conserves and shares the natural resources of the region.

Mission – Lake Plains RC&D Council’s mission is to bring people of diverse cultures and backgrounds together who share a common concern for the natural resources of the region. Working together, these citizens may form an effective strategy to develop, enhance, and preserve the natural resources of the region to benefit all present and future citizens and visitors to our region.
Background and Structure of the Council

The original sponsors of the Lake Plains RC&D Council were the County Commissioners/Legislatures and Soil and Water Conservation Districts in Genesee, Orleans, Monroe, Niagara, and Wayne, counties.  In February 1969, they asked for assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to improve the economy through orderly development and conservation of resources using the Resource Conservation and Development Program (RC&D).  After USDA approved the request in January 1971, the Resource Conservation and Development Area was established to represent the sponsors and carry out a plan of action.
A dedicated group of local representatives from the region pursued the development of this RC&D area for six years starting in 1992.  The Ontario Lake Plains RC&D Council received official authorization by the Secretary of Agriculture in March of 1998.  At the time of authorization, the RC&D area included Genesee, Orleans, Monroe, Niagara and Wayne Counties.  Not long after authorization Erie County requested membership to the RC&D Council.  The Ontario Lake Plains RC&D Council submitted an application for expansion to the State Conservationist in April of 1999; and later to the Secretary of Agriculture.  It was approved on September 16, 1999.
With the expansion of the Ontario Lake Plains RC&D Area to include Erie County, the Ontario Lake Plains Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. subsequently changed the name to Lake Plains Resource Conservation and Development Council, Incorporated.
The sponsors of the Lake Plains RC&D Council recognized the opportunities available to not-for-profit organizations and filed for an official determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  The Council became incorporated in the State of New York in August 1993 and in February 1998, it received non-profit tax exempt status under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  This was an important accomplishment as it allows the RC&D to receive grants and donations from foundations, corporations, and individuals.
Overview of the Area
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The Lake Plains RC&D Area is located in Western New York.  Lake Ontario forms the northern boundary; Lake Erie and the Niagara River (Canadian border) create the western boundary; and Wyoming, Livingston, Ontario, Seneca, and Cayuga counties of the Finger Lakes Region form the southern and eastern most boundary of the area.  The region is often referred to as the “Lake Plains Region.”  

Agriculture comprises a major part of the economies of the six counties.  In fact, agricultural land use occurs on approximately 38% of the total land area or 899,000 acres.  The 4,655 farms in the six counties annually produce agricultural goods valued at $440 million.  Farms are generally small in size, averaging 193 acres.  The region has a high percentage of prime and unique farmland.
The favorable climate, good soils, and excellent markets contribute to a diversified agricultural industry.  Moderate temperatures caused by air currents passing over Great Lakes Erie and Ontario make the region ideal for growing peaches, cherries, apples, grapes and other fruits as well as a variety of vegetables.
The region’s forest resources are also abundant.  Forested lands constitute 845,000 acres (approximately 35%) of the land area.  Deep soils on well-drained sites grow some of the highest quality hardwoods (hard maple, black cherry, and red oak) in the world.

Demographics

The population of the six county area is 2,103,760 (2000 census).  Approximately 20% of the population lives in rural areas.  The largest cities in the RC&D area are Buffalo - the 2nd largest city in New York State with a population of 292,648 - and Rochester, which has a population of 219,773.  Most of the population in the region is concentrated around these metropolitan areas.  Based on the 2000 Census, over the last ten years the six county region has experienced little growth, gaining only 9,475 people.  Most of the larger cities experienced a population decline (Buffalo (-10.8%), Rochester (–5.1%), and Niagara Falls (-10.1%).  Many suburbs grew in population, while the rural counties, Orleans and Wayne, showed population growth of 5.6 to 5.2 respectively.  Erie and Niagara Counties showed a small loss of population of –1.9 and –0.4 respectively. Estimates on population growth and decline from 2000 to 2006 are shown in the second table.
3A. Population of the Lake Plains RC&D Area

Source Data: US Census

Data Date: 2000

Total Population: 2,103,495
	County
	Total
	White
	Black or African American
	American Indian or Alaska

Native
	Native Hawaiian or

Other Pacific Islander
	Asian
	More than one race
	Hispanic, or Latino (of any race)

	Erie
	950,265
	83.0%

780,942
	13.6%

123,529
	.6%

5,755
	0%

223
	1.8%

13,835
	13,499
	.9%

12,482

	Genesee
	60,370
	95.3%

57,167
	2.6%

1,284
	.7%

470
	0%

14
	.6%

292
	430
	.8%

713

	Monroe
	735,343
	80.8%

581,961
	14.7%

101,078
	.3%

1,950
	0%

220
	2.8%

17,922
	17,925
	1.4%

14,287

	Niagara
	219,846
	90.6%

199,404
	6.5%

13,520
	1.0%

2,069
	0%

51
	.8%

1,267
	876
	1.0%

2,659

	Orleans
	44,171
	91.2%

39,367
	7.2%

3,230
	.5%

203
	0%

12
	.4%

142
	682
	.7%

535

	Wayne
	93,765
	94.8%

87,954
	3.2%

3,044
	.3%

245
	0%

14
	.6%

437
	819
	1.0%

1,252

	Total
	2,103,760
	89.28% avg

1,746,795
	7.9% avg

245,685
	.56% avg

10,692
	534
	1.16 avg

33,898
	34,231
	.98% avg

31,928


The Tuscarora Nation

The Tuscarora Indians became the sixth nation to be added to the Iroquois Confederacy in the early 1700s after fleeing from North Carolina.  Today, there are about 1,000 Tuscarora’s living on the reservation in Niagara County, north of Buffalo.
The Seneca Nation

The Seneca Nation once occupied nearly all of Western New York from the Genesee Valley west prior to the Revolutionary War.  The Seneca Nation now holds title to approximately 52,100 acres on three reservations in four counties in the Lake Plains RC&D area.  The Cattaraugus Reservation is located in Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, and Erie Counties and contains approximately 21,618 acres.  The Tonawanda Reservation is a branch of the Seneca Nation located near Akron, New York in Erie and Genesee Counties, contains approximately 7,549 acres.
Socioeconomic Information

	People Quick Facts
	Erie
	Genesee
	Monroe
	Niagara
	Orleans
	Wayne

	Population, 2006 estimate
	921,390
	58,830
	730,807
	216,130
	43,213
	92,889

	Population, percent change, 2000 to 2006
	-3.0%
	-2.6%
	-0.6%
	-1.7%
	-2.2%
	-0.9%

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006
	5.5%
	5.3%
	5.8%
	5.3%
	5.3%
	5.8%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006
	22.4%
	22.8%
	23.3%
	22.2%
	23.0%
	24.3%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006
	15.5%
	15.0%
	13.3%
	15.2%
	13.0%
	12.9%

	Language other than English spoken at home, age 5+, 2000 
	9.0%
	4.0%
	12.1%
	5.9%
	4.6%
	4.7%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	82.9%
	84.4%
	84.9%
	83.3%
	76.4%
	82.3%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	24.5%
	16.3%
	31.2%
	17.4%
	13.0%
	17.0%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	168,549
	9,426
	119,598
	38,463
	7,534
	14,325

	Housing units, 2006 
	422,512
	24,452
	312,956
	97,646
	17,511
	39,898

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	65.3%
	73.0%
	65.1%
	69.9%
	75.6%
	77.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$90,800
	$83,200
	$98,700
	$82,600
	$72,600
	$85,700

	Households, 2000 
	380,873
	22,770
	286,512
	87,846
	15,363
	34,908

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.41
	2.59
	2.47
	2.45
	2.65
	2.64

	Median household income, 2004 
	$42,122
	$42,512
	$46,412
	$40,118
	$38,482
	$45,417

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$20,357
	$18,498
	$22,821
	$19,219
	$16,457
	$19,258

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004
	13.4%
	9.4%
	13.1%
	11.7%
	12.5%
	10.1%


A table with complete demographic information for the five counties and New York State may be found in the Appendix.

Natural Resources
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Lakes Erie and Ontario are two of the world's largest fresh water bodies.  They offer a wide variety of opportunities not only as sources of fresh water for consumption (municipal supply and irrigation) but, as an economic contributor to the region via recreational and tourism activities.  During the past thirty years, point and non-point sources of pollution have threatened the water quality of the lakes.  According to the June 1998 NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Non-point Assessment Report (NAR), which was submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), (24) stream segments in the Lake Plains RC&D area are considered threatened, (39) stressed, (27) impaired, and (6) precluded by various non-point sources of pollution and are high priority candidates for watershed planning.  [image: image5.jpg]Orleans  Monroe 1
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Sources of pollution include, but are not limited to development, construction activity, agricultural and heavy industrial contamination, as well as, inadequate sewage disposal.

There are four drainage basins within the area served by the Lake Plains RC&D Area.  They include:  Lake Erie-Niagara, Lake Ontario, Genesee, and Oswego-Seneca-Oneida River Basins.
The Lake Erie-Niagara River Basin drains some 2,300 square miles inhabited by approximately 1.3 million persons making it the states second most densely populated drainage area.  The Buffalo and Niagara Falls Metropolitan Statistical Areas account for most of the basin’s population and contain the largest concentration of heavy industry in the state.  As the distance from these major metropolitan areas increases, the rest of the basin tends to be suburban-residential and then becomes predominately rural and agricultural.

The Lake Ontario Basin in New York State drains an area of about 3,000 square miles inhabited by approximately 700,000 people.  Except for the Rochester Metropolitan Statistical Area, the basin is primarily rural-agricultural in nature with smaller population centers and some industry located along major transportation corridors, tributaries, and near the large cities located in adjacent drainage basins.  There are approximately 4,000 miles of rivers and streams and 200 lakes in the basin.
The Genesee River Basin has its headwaters in Pennsylvania and flows north across the width of the western arm of New York State to Lake Ontario.  The drainage basin consists of 2,400 square miles in New York and is inhabited by approximately 700,000 persons.  A major portion of this population resides in the Rochester Metropolitan Statistical Area, which also contains most of the industrial and commercial activity in the basin.  Most of the Genesee River Basin consists of small population centers that have relatively good water quality upstream of the Rochester metropolitan area.  Since this portion of the basin is primarily rural and agricultural, silt and nutrients from agricultural sources are the primary cause of water quality impairment.
The Oswego-Seneca-Oneida Basin drains some 5,000 square miles within central New York with a population of about one million.  It’s only major population and industrial-commercial center is the Syracuse metropolitan area in the eastern portion of the basin where approximately two-thirds of the population resides.  The remainder of the basin is primarily rural and agricultural with several small population centers.  Only a very small portion of this basin is within the Lake Plains RC&D area.
Forest Resource Management

Approximately 35% of the Lake Plains RC&D Area is forested with some of the highest quality hardwoods in the United States.  The region’s forests represent: 1) the least polluting land use within the region; 2) an important natural resource that is critical to the environmental quality of the region; and 3) a significant, sustainable economic resource, which contributes, to the region’s timber, wood products, recreation, and tourism industries.
Lake Plains RC&D Forest Facts
	County
	All Land (acres)
	Forested (acres)
	% Forested
	Timber Land (acres)
	Harvest All Species (thousand cubic feet)
	Total Employment
	Total Annual Pay ($1,000)

	Erie
	668,600
	292,100
	43.7%
	281,600
	1,045
	3,581
	98,594

	Genesee
	316,200
	123,100
	38.9%
	121,700
	266
	303
	7,186

	Monroe
	421,900
	108,900
	25.8%
	86,500
	464
	2,128
	47,991+

	Niagara
	334,700
	92,100
	27.5%
	91,900
	13
	1,196
	36,929

	Orleans
	250,500
	68,700
	27.4%
	66,800
	139
	20
	NA

	Wayne
	386,700
	160,100
	41.4%
	151,600
	690
	1,060
	26,666+

	Totals
	2,378,600
	845,000
	35%
	800,100
	2,617
	8,288
	217,366,000


Agriculture

Farmland Preservation

Although agriculture is still a primary industry of the six county area, the 2002 NYS Agricultural Census show a decline in the number of farms.  In 1997, there were 4,879 active farms.  In 2002, the number of farms dropped to 4,709 representing a 4 % decline in number of farms, although in both Erie and Monroe Counties there was a slight increase in the number of farms.  In addition to urban development pressures, other factors contributing to the reduction in number of farms and farmland acreage include, but are not limited to: high taxes, high cost of machinery, fuel, and maintenance, loss of viable markets, and loss of farm labor.  American Farmland Trust on March 20, 1997 identified the Ontario Plain and Finger Lakes region of Western New York as the 11th most threatened agricultural area in the United States.
	2002 NYS Ag Census
	Total Farms
	Acres
	# of Family Farms
	Average Age of Farmer
	Average Years on Farm

	Erie 
	1289
	161,747
	1,148
	54.8
	21.6

	Genesee
	580
	177,370
	507
	51.3
	21.3

	Monroe
	631
	106,561
	522
	53.9
	20.4

	Niagara 
	801
	148,041
	731
	53.0
	21.0

	Orleans 
	504
	132,947
	439
	51.9
	21.2

	Wayne 
	904
	165,213
	797
	53.2
	21.4


Agricultural Promotion

Agriculture continues to be the number one industry in New York State; and significantly influences the economies of the six counties in the Lake Plains region.  The agricultural sector is noted for its apples, cherries, grapes and wine; and the large volume of locally grown produce supports one of the state's largest food processing industries.  In an attempt to subsidize current incomes, many farms and agriculturally related organizations are promoting and exploring how to diversify farm operations into a variety of unique enterprises, appealing to the non-farm tourists.  Such endeavors include bed and breakfasts, farm tours, raising exotic livestock; as well as the more traditional operations such as u-pick and roadside stands.  The need exists to promote local agricultural products by encouraging the consumption of locally grown commodities.  The opportunity exists to focus attention on Agri-tourism enterprises, which can prove to be valuable in enticing tourists to stay longer in the region.  Such extended lengths of stay can equate to additional tourist dollars, which are produced by a multiplier effect that requires the additional service of travel, and related enterprises (i.e.: hotels, restaurants, gas stations, and retail stores).
Resource Needs and Opportunities

The first steps that the RC&D Council took when developing the 2009-2013 Area Plan, was to look at their success in meeting the goals and objectives in the previous Area Plan and to continue to build on the successes of that plan.  Then the Council looked at a variety of resource statements related to the four RC&D Program elements (Land Management, Water Management, Community Development and Land Conservation) as well as their existing Vision and Mission Statements and natural resource base in the six counties to begin addressing the resource needs and opportunities in the area.  To gain a broader perspective on the resource needs of the communities, it was determined to gain input from local community members.

Public Participation Activities

The Lake Plains RC&D offered the public many opportunities to express their concerns for addressing local resource conservation and development needs that are the highest priority for the Lake Plains RC&D Area.  To finalize the public participation process the Council developed a survey listing resource concerns based on issues raised over the last five years.  The Council then asked the public to prioritize the resource concerns for the region and add any additional comments or perceived needs.  These comments were then incorporated into the goals and objectives for the next five-year planning period.
Summary of Findings by RC&D Program Elements

The chart below lists the three highest-ranking natural resource concerns for each element.
	Issue
	Results

	Land Management:
	

	Encourage the wise use and management of agricultural nutrients, especially manure and commercial fertilizers.
	1

	Support energy conservation and development, and use of alternative energy sources.
	2

	Protect habitat for the diversity of plant and animal species to assure the protection of unique and irreplaceable ecosystems.
	3

	Water Management:
	

	Support the efforts of our local Soil and Water Conservation Districts, which work to protect water quality by promoting responsible land use practices.
	1

	Support efforts to restore, protect, and maintain the physical, biological, and chemical integrity of the areas water (Great Lakes Basin -Lake Ontario and Lake Erie)
	2

	Promote the improvements of local watershed health, where possible, through the use of proper forestry practices to enhance and restore water quality in streams, wetlands, and aquatic habitats.
	3

	Community Development:
	

	Develop an ongoing regional awareness, support, and understanding of the importance of local farms to our area by local consumers and businesses while also promoting the increased consumption of locally grown and produced agricultural products.
	1

	Promote revenue producing tourist-oriented activities, showcasing local natural resources and local products.
	2

	Support local, state and private efforts to provide high quality outdoor recreation (both land and water based activities).
	3

	Land Conservation:
	

	Support for efforts to reduce soil erosion.
	1

	Encourage efforts to protect and enhance riparian areas along streams.
	2

	Support for efforts to reduce farmland erosion.
	3


Goals and Objectives

The input resulting from meetings, surveys, and forums were analyzed and used to develop the main body of this Area Plan.  Its objectives reflect the issues of greatest importance to those who participated in the process.  The Council has summarized and prioritized this information to provide guidance in establishing the following goals and objectives.
Water Management Element

Goal 1:   Research networking opportunities, information and 3-5 funding opportunities for projects that promote water management by 12/2013.
Objective A:   Work with 6 Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) to develop 2 projects for Environmental Bond Act funding by 2013.
Strategy i:   Meet with each SWCD Board of Directors 2 times per year

Strategy ii:   Develop 1 potential project list for projects per county and distribute yearly.
Objective B:   Collect and disseminate information on Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (NESARE) funding opportunities to 3 SWCD, landowners and partners by 2013.
Strategy i:   Gather information on funding opportunities annually.
Strategy ii:   Annually disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter.

Strategy iii:   Assist in writing 1 grant by 2011.
Goal 2:   Continue to work with two (2) watershed groups to promote projects related to improving water quality in Lakes Ontario and Erie by 12/2013.
Objective A:   Work with two (2) watershed groups per year.

Strategy i:   Attend meetings with 2 watershed groups per year.

Strategy ii:   Participate in two (2) projects per year.

Strategy iii:   Continue to host and maintain 1-2 watershed group web sites annually.

Objective B:   Disseminate watershed funding information to two (2) watershed groups by 2013.

Strategy i:   Gather information on funding opportunities annually.
Strategy ii:   Disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter.

Strategy iii:   Assist in writing 1 grant by 2013.
Goal 3:   Collect and disseminate information on current Great Lakes issues by 12/2013.
Objective A:   Collaborate with Great Lakes and International Joint Commission (IJC) annually.

Strategy i:   Attend one (1) meeting or conference per year.

Strategy ii:   Disseminated International Joint Commission newsletter and or publications annually.

Community Development Element
Goal 1: Assist NYS organizations to write two to three (2-3) grants to promote locally grown produce and products in six (6) counties.

Objective A: Obtain funding for one (1) grant by 2013.

Strategy i: Perform three to five (3-5) grant searches.

Strategy ii: Establish relationships with 5 elected officials who can support grant funding activities by attending two to three (2-3) political activities per year.

Objective B: Participate in three to five (3-5) Ag-related organizations.
Goal 2: Assist two (2) businesses in developing or expanding Agri-tourism opportunities by 2013.

Objective A: Advertise on LPRC & D Web page and printed materials, the services available to assist businesses with Agri-tourism.

Strategy i: Provide funds in Annual budget to keep website current.

Objective B: Investigate three (3) alternate fundraising activities for promotion of Agri-tourism by 2013.

Strategy i: Study feasibility of 3 designated activities by 2013.

Strategy ii: If determined to be feasible, go forward with at least 1 fundraising activity by 2013.

Goal 3: Identify and develop one (1) tourism opportunity in the Heritage, Eco-tourism and Agri-tourism arenas by December 2013.
Objective A: Support the development of 1 wine trail encompassing five (5) counties by 2013.

Strategy i: Assist with development of marketing materials to market winery locations annually.

Strategy ii: Work with Assemblywomen Del Monte to recognize Orleans & Monroe County gap in existing NY wine trails by 2013.
Strategy iii: Solicit three (3) wineries in gap counties to participate in trail designation by 2013.
Strategy iv: Work with Assemblywoman Del Monte to develop 5 county designation by 2013.
Objective B: Assist 2 partnering agencies to improve 1 Heritage Tourism opportunity by 2013.

Strategy i: Provide letter of support to funding organizations for Erie Canal Flight of Five by 2009.
Strategy ii: Provide technical support by 2013 for the efforts to restore the Flight of Five Locks.

Land Management Element

Goal 1: Promote three (3) alternative waste utilization options for on-farm animal waste management through demonstrations and education programs by the year 2013.
Objective A: Assist six (6) SWCD promote information on installed waste management systems to 6 landowners by continuing education on new processes by the year 2013.

Strategy i: Obtain information on three (3) alternative waste management systems by 2010.
Strategy ii: Make any new information available on RC&D website by 2010.
Objective B: Promote three (3) alternative waste management demonstration systems by 2013.

Strategy i: Work with partners to conduct one to three (1-3) demonstration site tours by 2013.

Goal 2: Research three to six (3-6) innovative and alterative energy sources by 2013.
Objective A: Disseminate information on alternative energy sources appropriate for the Western New York (WNY) region by 2010.

Strategy i: Gather information on alternative energy applications and locations annually.

Strategy ii: Disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter and by participating in annual alternative energy conference.

Objective B: Obtain and disseminate information on biofuel production to three (3) people by 2012.

Strategy i: Gather information on biofuel production annually.

Strategy ii: Disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter and by participating in annual alternative energy conference.

Objective C: Promote energy efficiency audits to 10 farms by 2013.

Strategy i: Distribute information on to three (3) agricultural operations by 2013.

Goal 3: Work with three (3) environmental groups to promote the protection of unique and irreplaceable ecosystems by 2010.
Objective A: Work with the three (3) Land Conservancy Groups to provide information on Conservation Easements to 6 landowners by 2013.

Strategy i: Gather information on Wildlife Habitat Programs annually.

Strategy ii: Annually disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter and by participating in Farm Bill Program meetings.

Objective B: Assist 6 NRCS/SWCD field offices promote enrollment in Wildlife Habitat Programs by 2013.

Strategy i: Gather information on Wildlife Habitat Programs annually.

Strategy ii: Annually disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter and by participating in Farm Bill Program meetings.

Objective C: Work with two (2) Watershed Planning groups to include habitat protection in the watershed plan by 2013.
Strategy i: Provide habitat protection information to two (2) watershed groups annually.

Strategy ii: Connect two (2) watershed groups with appropriate agencies and programs annually.

Land Conservation Element

Goal 1: Partner with 6 organizations to implement two (2) soil erosion control projects by 2013.
Objective A: Encourage the establishment of one (1) buffer strip along one (1) drainage systems by 2013.

Strategy i: Work with two (2) highway departments to plant salt tolerant/ absorbing vegetation along 1 road by 2013.

Strategy ii: Work with Cornell Local Roads program by 2013.

Objective B: Provide education to eight (8) land users or local governments on water quality issues by 2013.

Strategy i: Develop education materials for urban and suburban landowners about non-point run-off by 2013.

Objective C: Educate six (6) forest owners about erosion control/ water quality techniques by 2013.

Strategy i: Distribute erosion control/ water quality information to forest landowners through assistance to the New York Forest Owners Association (NYFOA) by 2013.

Goal 2: Promote and disseminate information on the impacts of erosion to three (3) land based groups by 2011.
Objective A: Gather and disseminate erosion information materials to farmers, highway departments, park personnel, and the general public by 2010.

Strategy i: Annually gather new information on the impacts of erosion.

Strategy ii: Annually disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter.

Objective B: Provide educational support to two (2) partners on erosion reducing Farm Bill programs by 2013.

Strategy i: Gather information on Farm Bill Programs annually.

Strategy ii: Annually disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter.

Goal 3: Research three to five (3-5) invasive species in the Lake Plains area by 2013.
Objective A: Develop and disseminate information to identify and control three to five (3-5) Invasive Species by 2013.
Strategy i: Gather up to date information on potential and current invasive species annually.

Strategy ii: Annually disseminate information by website, newsletters, or quarterly e-letter and by participating in Invasive Species Council meetings.

Current and Potential Partnerships with USDA and Others.

In addition to the following sponsors: Erie County Board of Legislators, Erie County Soil and Water Conservation District, Genesee County Legislature, Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation District, Monroe County Legislature, Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District, Niagara County Board of Legislators, Niagara County Soil and Water Conservation District, Orleans County Board of Legislators, Orleans County Soil and Water Conservation District, Wayne County Board of Supervisors, Wayne County Soil and Water Conservation District, the RC&D Council partners with the these groups, committees and agencies.

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC)
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets (Ag & Markets)
New York State Department of Economic Development (NYS DED)
University of Buffalo (UB)
Genesee Community College (GCC)
Monroe Community College (MCC)
Niagara County Community College (NCCC)
Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) of Erie, Genesee, Monroe, Niagara, Orleans, and Wayne Counties

Black Creek Watershed Coalition

Oak Orchard Watershed Protection Alliance

Oatka Creek Watershed Committee

Trout Unlimited-Local Chapters

The Nature Conservancy

Linkages to the NRCS Strategic Plan

The NRCS developed a strategic plan for 2005-2010 titled “Productive Lands, Healthy Environment” that contains six mission goals and outcomes and three overarching strategies.  The goals and outcomes are these:
High Quality, Productive Soils - The quality of intensively used soils is maintained or enhanced to enable sustained production of a safe, healthy and abundant food supply.

Clean and Abundant Water - The quality of surface waters and groundwater is improved and maintained to protect human health, support a healthy environment, and encourage a productive landscape.  Water is conserved and protected to ensure an abundant and reliable supply for the Nation.

Healthy Plant and Animal Communities - Grassland, rangeland and forest ecosystems are productive, diverse and resilient.  Working lands and waters provide habitat for diverse and healthy wildlife, aquatic species, and plant communities.  Wetlands provide quality habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife, protect water quality, and reduce flood damage.

Clean Air - Agriculture makes a positive contribution to local air quality and the Nation’s efforts to sequester carbon.

An Adequate Energy Supply - Agricultural activities conserve energy and agricultural lands are a source of environmentally sustainable biofuels and renewable energy.

Working Farm and Ranch Lands - Connected landscapes sustain a viable agriculture and natural resource quality.

The Area Plan of the Lake Plains RC&D Council addresses many of the same issues as the national NRCS Strategic Plan on a local level, addressing productive soils, improved water quality, healthy forests and landscapes, improved wildlife habitat and renewable energy.

The three strategies found in the NRCS Strategic Plan are Cooperative Conservation - seeking and promoting cooperative efforts to achieve natural resource goals; Watershed Approach - providing information and assistance to encourage and enable locally led, watershed-scale conservation efforts; and Market-based Approach - facilitating growth or market-based opportunities that encourage the private sector to invest in conservation on private lands.  All of these approaches will also be utilized in the implementation of the Lake Plains RC&D Area Plan.

Required Clauses, Statements, and Signatures
The Lake Plains RC&D Council agrees that the RC&D Program will be conducted in compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions as contained in Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 100–259) and other nondiscrimination statutes; namely, Section 504, of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and in accordance with the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7CFR–15, Subparts A and B) that provide that no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, or handicap/disability be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial (or technical) assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof.
The Lake Plains RC&D Council agrees that the signing of this document constitutes agreement to comply with Federal laws concerning restrictions on lobbying, a drug-free workplace, and responsibilities for non-procurement, suspension, and debarment, and State review.

The Lake Plains RC&D Council hereby adopts this RC&D Area Plan and agrees to use effectively the assistance provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to realize the goals and objectives outlined herein.

Lake Plains RC&D Council, New York

By: __________________________________________
Date: _____________________

Council President
Attest: _______________________________________
Date: _____________________

Council Secretary
This action authorized at an official meeting of the Lake Plains RC&D Council on ____day of ______________, 2009
U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service

The State Conservationist hereby acknowledges the attached Area Plan of Lake Plains RC&D Council, Inc. as meeting the requirements under Public Law 97–98 to receive assistance from USDA.

Acknowledged By:

____________________________________________
Date: __________________

Astor Boozer
New York State Conservationist

Appendix

Lake Plains

Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc.

Serving Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Monroe and Wayne Counties

Lake Plains Resource Conservation and Development Area

Area Plan Survey Results

What needs do you foresee for the region and your community over the five year period? Please assign a priority ranking to each item as follows: 1 = essential, 2 = desirable, 3 = less important.  Please add more if you like, or send us a letter with detailed comments. 

	Item
	Results

	Land Management:
	

	1. Encourage sound forest management, on both public and private lands, within urban and rural settings.
	11

	2. Provide landowners, both rural and urban, with the support required to protect and improve soil, water, fisheries, and wildlife resources through proper forest management.
	5

	3. Encourage local and state participation in farmland protection programs offered by the USDA, Cornell Cooperative Extension, NYS Ag & Markets, and others.
	10

	4. Advocate activities, both educational and legislative, that will encourage farmland preservation.
	8

	5. Increase public awareness of the significance of agriculture to the region’s economy.
	6

	6. Continue to promote Grassland Management and encourage use of Rotational Grazing as a Best Management Practice.
	13

	7. Encourage the wise use and management of agricultural nutrients, especially manure and commercial fertilizers. 
	1

	8. Support efforts to increase participation in USDA Programs for conservation assistance.
	15

	9. Support efforts to increase the diversification of agricultural products and the marketing of agricultural products (alternative crops, niche markets, organics, and specialty crops).
	12

	10. Support energy conservation and development and use of alternative energy sources.
	2

	11. Protect habitat for the diversity of plant and animal species to assure the protection of unique and irreplaceable ecosystems. 
	3

	12. Protect habitat of endangered or threatened species. 
	7

	13. Promote the maintenance and enhancement of fish and wildlife habitats.
	4

	14. Support invasive species programs for early detection and development of rapid response capacity for control and/or eradication. 
	9

	15. Support efforts for increased public outreach and education related to invasive species management efforts
	14

	16. Support efforts related to the identification, preservation and restoration of the regions unique Cultural and Historic Resources.
	16


	Item
	Results

	Water Management:
	

	1. Support efforts to increase the education and awareness about USDA Programs and best management practices for water quality benefits on agricultural lands
	6

	2. Support efforts to restore, protect, and maintain the physical, biological, and chemical integrity of the areas water (Great Lakes Basin -Lake Ontario and Lake Erie)
	2

	3. Help to develop and support regional alliances among the local Water Quality Coordinating Committees, local watershed associations, and other entities. 
	13

	4. Cooperate with the County Water Quality Coordinating Committees and other cooperating agencies to determine technical and financial solutions to abate surface and ground water problems. 
	16

	5. Support the efforts of our local Soil and Water Conservation Districts which work to protect water quality by promoting responsible land use practices.
	1

	6. Support establishment of citizen led, grassroots organizations to employ watershed stewardship programs and watershed planning, and development of watershed based plans.
	11

	7. Support the protection of the area’s water quality including surface and ground water supplies, which are needed to sustain aquatic ecosystems and water based recreation.
	5

	8. Support efforts to protect water quality through further reduction of cropland erosion.
	8

	9. Assist in the development of regional watershed partnerships.
	14

	10. Support efforts, in cooperation with other government agencies and local groups, to reduce or eliminate streambank erosion throughout the region.
	9

	11. Support efforts to prevent water quality impacts related to urban development. 
	4

	12. Support efforts to improve ground water quality and address contamination issues.
	10

	13. Provide owners of lakeshore properties with information on how to cope with high water erosion, and what help is available from government agencies.
	15

	14. Support efforts to improve Storm Water Management, and more specifically, urban storm water runoff treatment systems,
	7

	15. Encourage the establishment of riparian buffer zones.
	12

	16. Promote the improvements of local watershed health, where possible, through the use of proper forestry practices to enhance and restore water quality in streams, wetlands, and aquatic habitats.
	3


	Item
	Results

	Community Development:
	

	1. Support for improved rural fire protection and emergency services.
	13

	2. Develop an ongoing regional awareness, support, and understanding of the importance of local farms to our area by local consumers and businesses while also promoting the increased consumption of locally grown and produced agricultural products.
	1

	3. Support research into new or alternative markets specifically designed for the local agricultural producer, including small operations.
	11

	4. Support the establishment of demonstration projects, which exhibit new or proven marketing methods. Including support for development or enhancement of export marketing programs.
	14

	5. Support efforts to provide assistance to Area’s agricultural producers who are seeking to diversify their operations.
	6

	6. Promote the economic development of the regions forest resources, including the creation of economic development opportunities through improved utilization of the region’s forest resources.
	8

	7. Promote existing New York State manufactured wood products by emphasizing the advantages of using local forest resources and the high quality wood products that are currently manufactured.
	12

	8. Promote revenue producing tourist-oriented activities, showcasing local natural resources and local products.
	2

	9. Support local, state and private efforts to provide high quality outdoor recreation (both land and water based activities).
	3

	10. Assist in the coordination and/or development of regional recreational and tourism activities and facilities.
	9

	11. Showcase the region’s natural resources and historic heritage (such as the Erie Canal, Great Lakes waters and shoreline, and Niagara Falls.)
	4

	12. Promote and/or improve Heritage Tourism opportunities, Eco-Tourism opportunities and Agricultural-Tourism Opportunities. 
	5

	13. Support for efforts related to workforce training and skill development, and training in agricultural entrepreneurship.
	10

	14. Support efforts to improve education/training programs for small business development
	15

	15. Encourage maintenance of existing and development of new infrastructure that enhances economic, social and/or community growth (roads, wastewater treatment infrastructure)
	7


	Item
	Results

	Land Conservation:
	

	1. Support for efforts to reduce soil erosion.
	1

	2. Support for an increase in agricultural and environmental education programs.
	8

	3. An increase in technical support and funding for streambank stabilization projects. 
	9

	4. An increase in technical support for conservation assistance on agricultural lands.
	5

	5. Support for projects that address erosion along streambanks.
	7

	6. Encourage efforts to protect and enhance riparian areas along streams.
	2

	7. Support for efforts to reduce farmland erosion.
	3

	8. Support for efforts to reduce erosion on non-agriculture land.
	10

	9. An increase in technical support and funding for remediation of historical toxics.
	15

	10. Support for the development and implementation of Farmland Protection Plans.
	12

	11. Support local and State Open Space Protection Plans.
	4

	12. Facilitate cooperative partnerships among community & watershed groups.
	14

	13. Encourage forest stewardship on public and private lands.
	11

	14. An increase in technical support and funding for improvement of waste water treatment facilities (both urban and rural)
	13

	15. An increase in technical support and funding for shoreline erosion control efforts.
	16

	16. Assist Soil & Water Conservation Districts with annual Envirothon events.
	17

	17. Enhance the quality of natural resources for outdoor recreation and tourism, including surface water, wildlife habitat, and recreational fisheries.
	6


Erie County, New York
	People Quick Facts
	Erie County
	New York

	Population, 2006 estimate 
	921,390
	19,306,183

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006 
	-3.0%
	1.7%

	Population, 2000 
	950,265
	18,976,457

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006 
	5.5%
	6.3%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006 
	22.4%
	23.4%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006 
	15.5%
	13.1%

	Female persons, percent, 2006 
	51.9%
	51.5%

	White persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	82.8%
	73.7%

	Black persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	13.6%
	17.4%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.6%
	0.5%

	Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	1.9%
	6.9%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (a) 
	Z
	0.1%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006 
	1.1%
	1.5%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2006 (b) 
	3.6%
	16.3%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006 
	79.8%
	60.5%

	Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over 
	62.9%
	61.8%

	Foreign born persons, percent, 2000 
	4.5%
	20.4%

	Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000 
	9.0%
	28.0%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	82.9%
	79.1%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	24.5%
	27.4%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	168,549
	3,606,147

	Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000 
	21.3
	31.7

	Housing units, 2006 
	422,512
	7,907,420

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	65.3%
	53.0%

	Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
	40.0%
	50.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$90,800
	$148,700

	Households, 2000 
	380,873
	7,056,860

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.41
	2.61

	Median household income, 2004 
	$42,122
	$45,343

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$20,357
	$23,389

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004 
	13.4%
	14.5%


	Business Quick Facts
	Erie County
	New York

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005 
	22,761
	514,2651

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005 
	408,044
	7,417,4631

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005 
	-1.1%
	0.9%1

	Nonemployer establishments, 2005 
	42,649
	1,443,483

	Total number of firms, 2002 
	57,556
	1,707,168

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	4.0%
	7.6%

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002 
	0.4%
	0.7%

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	2.2%
	8.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.2%

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	1.4%
	9.6%

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	27.1%
	29.6%

	Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000) 
	13,494,429
	147,317,463

	Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	D
	343,663,041

	Retail sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	9,838,147
	178,067,530

	Retail sales per capita, 2002 
	$10,448
	$9,298

	Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	1,213,115
	27,835,952

	Building permits, 2006 
	1,463
	54,382

	Federal spending, 2004 ($1000) 
	6,463,738
	143,902,5761


	Geography Quick Facts
	Erie County
	New York

	Land area, 2000 (square miles) 
	1,044.21
	47,213.79

	Persons per square mile, 2000 
	910.2
	401.9

	Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY Metro Area
	


Genesee County, New York

	People Quick Facts
	Genesee County
	New York

	Population, 2006 estimate 
	58,830
	19,306,183

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006 
	-2.6%
	1.7%

	Population, 2000 
	60,370
	18,976,457

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006 
	5.3%
	6.3%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006 
	22.8%
	23.4%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006 
	15.0%
	13.1%

	Female persons, percent, 2006 
	50.5%
	51.5%

	White persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	94.6%
	73.7%

	Black persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	2.5%
	17.4%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.9%
	0.5%

	Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.6%
	6.9%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (a) 
	Z
	0.1%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006 
	1.3%
	1.5%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2006 (b) 
	2.0%
	16.3%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006 
	93.0%
	60.5%

	Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over 
	65.8%
	61.8%

	Foreign born persons, percent, 2000 
	2.2%
	20.4%

	Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000 
	4.0%
	28.0%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	84.4%
	79.1%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	16.3%
	27.4%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	9,426
	3,606,147

	Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000 
	22.4
	31.7

	Housing units, 2006 
	24,452
	7,907,420

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	73.0%
	53.0%

	Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
	23.7%
	50.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$83,200
	$148,700

	Households, 2000 
	22,770
	7,056,860

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.59
	2.61

	Median household income, 2004 
	$42,512
	$45,343

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$18,498
	$23,389

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004 
	9.4%
	14.5%


	Business Quick Facts
	Genesee County
	New York

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005 
	1,352
	514,2651

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005 
	16,321
	7,417,4631

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005 
	-3.2%
	0.9%1

	Nonemployer establishments, 2005 
	3,011
	1,443,483

	Total number of firms, 2002 
	4,032
	1,707,168

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	7.6%

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.7%

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	S
	8.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.2%

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	9.6%

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	20.5%
	29.6%

	Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000) 
	715,208
	147,317,463

	Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	D
	343,663,041

	Retail sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	531,542
	178,067,530

	Retail sales per capita, 2002 
	$8,870
	$9,298

	Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	62,551
	27,835,952

	Building permits, 2006 
	85
	54,382

	Federal spending, 2004 ($1000) 
	352,370
	143,902,5761


	Geography Quick Facts
	Genesee County
	New York

	Land area, 2000 (square miles) 
	494.11
	47,213.79

	Persons per square mile, 2000 
	122.2
	401.9

	Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Batavia, NY Micro Area
	


Monroe County, New York

	People Quick Facts
	Monroe County
	New York

	Population, 2006 estimate 
	730,807
	19,306,183

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006 
	-0.6%
	1.7%

	Population, 2000 
	735,343
	18,976,457

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006 
	5.8%
	6.3%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006 
	23.3%
	23.4%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006 
	13.3%
	13.1%

	Female persons, percent, 2006 
	51.5%
	51.5%

	White persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	80.5%
	73.7%

	Black persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	14.7%
	17.4%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.3%
	0.5%

	Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	2.9%
	6.9%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.1%
	0.1%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006 
	1.5%
	1.5%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2006 (b) 
	5.7%
	16.3%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006 
	75.9%
	60.5%

	Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over 
	57.4%
	61.8%

	Foreign born persons, percent, 2000 
	7.3%
	20.4%

	Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000 
	12.1%
	28.0%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	84.9%
	79.1%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	31.2%
	27.4%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	119,598
	3,606,147

	Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000 
	19.6
	31.7

	Housing units, 2006 
	312,956
	7,907,420

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	65.1%
	53.0%

	Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
	31.6%
	50.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$98,700
	$148,700

	Households, 2000 
	286,512
	7,056,860

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.47
	2.61

	Median household income, 2004 
	$46,412
	$45,343

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$22,821
	$23,389

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004 
	13.1%
	14.5%


	Business Quick Facts
	Monroe County
	New York

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005 
	16,990
	514,2651

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005 
	350,851
	7,417,4631

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005 
	-3.3%
	0.9%1

	Nonemployer establishments, 2005 
	42,714
	1,443,483

	Total number of firms, 2002 
	52,096
	1,707,168

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	5.5%
	7.6%

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002 
	0.5%
	0.7%

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	2.6%
	8.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002 
	S
	0.2%

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	2.1%
	9.6%

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	30.9%
	29.6%

	Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000) 
	15,162,407
	147,317,463

	Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	9,778,063
	343,663,041

	Retail sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	7,434,651
	178,067,530

	Retail sales per capita, 2002 
	$10,113
	$9,298

	Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	869,946
	27,835,952

	Building permits, 2006 
	1,452
	54,382

	Federal spending, 2004 ($1000) 
	4,444,080
	143,902,5761


	Geography Quick Facts
	Monroe County
	New York

	Land area, 2000 (square miles) 
	659.29
	47,213.79

	Persons per square mile, 2000 
	1,115.8
	401.9

	Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Rochester, NY Metro Area
	


Niagara County, New York

	People Quick Facts
	Niagara County
	New York

	Population, 2006 estimate 
	216,130
	19,306,183

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006 
	-1.7%
	1.7%

	Population, 2000 
	219,846
	18,976,457

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006 
	5.3%
	6.3%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006 
	22.2%
	23.4%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006 
	15.2%
	13.1%

	Female persons, percent, 2006 
	51.6%
	51.5%

	White persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	90.2%
	73.7%

	Black persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	6.6%
	17.4%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	1.1%
	0.5%

	Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.8%
	6.9%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (a) 
	Z
	0.1%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006 
	1.3%
	1.5%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2006 (b) 
	1.6%
	16.3%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006 
	88.9%
	60.5%

	Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over 
	65.7%
	61.8%

	Foreign born persons, percent, 2000 
	3.9%
	20.4%

	Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000 
	5.9%
	28.0%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	83.3%
	79.1%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	17.4%
	27.4%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	38,463
	3,606,147

	Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000 
	20.1
	31.7

	Housing units, 2006 
	97,646
	7,907,420

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	69.9%
	53.0%

	Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
	29.8%
	50.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$82,600
	$148,700

	Households, 2000 
	87,846
	7,056,860

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.45
	2.61

	Median household income, 2004 
	$40,118
	$45,343

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$19,219
	$23,389

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004 
	11.7%
	14.5%


	Business Quick Facts
	Niagara County
	New York

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005 
	4,500
	514,2651

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005 
	63,038
	7,417,4631

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005 
	-3.2%
	0.9%1

	Nonemployer establishments, 2005 
	9,132
	1,443,483

	Total number of firms, 2002 
	12,280
	1,707,168

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	7.6%

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.7%

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	S
	8.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.2%

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	S
	9.6%

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	34.3%
	29.6%

	Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000) 
	3,120,541
	147,317,463

	Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	D
	343,663,041

	Retail sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	1,819,454
	178,067,530

	Retail sales per capita, 2002 
	$8,333
	$9,298

	Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	211,997
	27,835,952

	Building permits, 2006 
	560
	54,382

	Federal spending, 2004 ($1000) 
	1,300,310
	143,902,5761


	Geography Quick Facts
	Niagara County
	New York

	Land area, 2000 (square miles) 
	522.95
	47,213.79

	Persons per square mile, 2000 
	420.4
	401.9

	Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Buffalo-Niagara Falls, NY Metro Area
	


Orleans County, New York

	People Quick Facts
	Orleans County
	New York

	Population, 2006 estimate 
	43,213
	19,306,183

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006 
	-2.2%
	1.7%

	Population, 2000 
	44,171
	18,976,457

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006 
	5.3%
	6.3%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006 
	23.0%
	23.4%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006 
	13.0%
	13.1%

	Female persons, percent, 2006 
	50.4%
	51.5%

	White persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	90.6%
	73.7%

	Black persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	7.0%
	17.4%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.5%
	0.5%

	Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.4%
	6.9%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (a) 
	Z
	0.1%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006 
	1.4%
	1.5%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2006 (b) 
	3.9%
	16.3%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006 
	87.5%
	60.5%

	Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over 
	60.1%
	61.8%

	Foreign born persons, percent, 2000 
	2.7%
	20.4%

	Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000 
	4.6%
	28.0%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	76.4%
	79.1%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	13.0%
	27.4%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	7,534
	3,606,147

	Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000 
	25.7
	31.7

	Housing units, 2006 
	17,511
	7,907,420

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	75.6%
	53.0%

	Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
	18.4%
	50.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$72,600
	$148,700

	Households, 2000 
	15,363
	7,056,860

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.65
	2.61

	Median household income, 2004 
	$38,482
	$45,343

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$16,457
	$23,389

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004 
	12.5%
	14.5%


	Business Quick Facts
	Orleans County
	New York

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005 
	692
	514,2651

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005 
	8,177
	7,417,4631

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005 
	11.0%
	0.9%1

	Nonemployer establishments, 2005 
	1,902
	1,443,483

	Total number of firms, 2002 
	2,448
	1,707,168

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	7.6%

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.7%

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	8.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.2%

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	9.6%

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	35.1%
	29.6%

	Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000) 
	336,972
	147,317,463

	Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	55,170
	343,663,041

	Retail sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	215,957
	178,067,530

	Retail sales per capita, 2002 
	$4,921
	$9,298

	Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	16,812
	27,835,952

	Building permits, 2006 
	44
	54,382

	Federal spending, 2004 ($1000) 
	217,551
	143,902,5761


	Geography Quick Facts
	Orleans County
	New York

	Land area, 2000 (square miles) 
	391.40
	47,213.79

	Persons per square mile, 2000 
	113.0
	401.9

	Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Rochester, NY Metro Area
	


Wayne County, New York 

	People Quick Facts
	Wayne County
	New York

	Population, 2006 estimate 
	92,889
	19,306,183

	Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006 
	-0.9%
	1.7%

	Population, 2000 
	93,765
	18,976,457

	Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2006 
	5.8%
	6.3%

	Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2006 
	24.3%
	23.4%

	Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2006 
	12.9%
	13.1%

	Female persons, percent, 2006 
	50.6%
	51.5%

	White persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	94.4%
	73.7%

	Black persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	3.3%
	17.4%

	American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.3%
	0.5%

	Asian persons, percent, 2006 (a) 
	0.6%
	6.9%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2006 (a) 
	Z
	0.1%

	Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2006 
	1.4%
	1.5%

	Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2006 (b) 
	3.0%
	16.3%

	White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2006 
	91.7%
	60.5%

	Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over 
	63.4%
	61.8%

	Foreign born persons, percent, 2000 
	2.3%
	20.4%

	Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000 
	4.7%
	28.0%

	High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000 
	82.3%
	79.1%

	Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000 
	17.0%
	27.4%

	Persons with a disability, age 5+, 2000 
	14,325
	3,606,147

	Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000 
	24.6
	31.7

	Housing units, 2006 
	39,898
	7,907,420

	Homeownership rate, 2000 
	77.6%
	53.0%

	Housing units in multi-unit structures, percent, 2000 
	16.5%
	50.6%

	Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2000 
	$85,700
	$148,700

	Households, 2000 
	34,908
	7,056,860

	Persons per household, 2000 
	2.64
	2.61

	Median household income, 2004 
	$45,417
	$45,343

	Per capita money income, 1999 
	$19,258
	$23,389

	Persons below poverty, percent, 2004 
	10.1%
	14.5%


	Business Quick Facts
	Wayne County
	New York

	Private nonfarm establishments, 2005 
	1,830
	514,2651

	Private nonfarm employment, 2005 
	20,214
	7,417,4631

	Private nonfarm employment, percent change 2000-2005 
	-4.1%
	0.9%1

	Nonemployer establishments, 2005 
	5,180
	1,443,483

	Total number of firms, 2002 
	6,507
	1,707,168

	Black-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	1.6%
	7.6%

	American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.7%

	Asian-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	8.5%

	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent, 2002 
	F
	0.2%

	Hispanic-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	S
	9.6%

	Women-owned firms, percent, 2002 
	32.7%
	29.6%

	Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000) 
	1,650,759
	147,317,463

	Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	257,686
	343,663,041

	Retail sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	701,448
	178,067,530

	Retail sales per capita, 2002 
	$7,478
	$9,298

	Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000) 
	50,897
	27,835,952

	Building permits, 2006 
	202
	54,382

	Federal spending, 2004 ($1000) 
	547,756
	143,902,5761


	Geography Quick Facts
	Wayne County
	New York

	Land area, 2000 (square miles) 
	604.21
	47,213.79

	Persons per square mile, 2000 
	155.2
	401.9

	Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area 
	Rochester, NY Metro Area
	


(a) Includes persons reporting only one race
(b) Hispanics may be of any race, so also are included in applicable race categories
D: Suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information
F: Fewer than 100 firms
FN: Footnote on this item for this area in place of data
NA: Not available 
S: Suppressed; does not meet publication standards
X: Not applicable
Z: Value greater than zero but less than half unit of measure shown









































































"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."
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